
 

Leith Walk Primary School 

Parent Council Meeting 

Minutes 

6.30pm Monday 23rd April 2018 

 

Present: Claire Ritchie (Chair), Rachel Guatelli (Acting Vice-Chair), Anne Houliston (Head Teacher), 

Susan Dunn (DHT), Roy Spiers (Treasurer), Katrina Walker (Secretary), Jessica Lambson (Active 

Schools Co-ordinator, Kaz Bauer, Dominika Gadomski, StJohn Bird, Marion Donaldson (Councillor), 

Shona McCall, Briony, Karen Hartnup 

Apologies Vicky Konieczny, Laragh Quinney 

(Apologies if some names are misspelled or missing from the list.) 

Actions are in red. 

 

Jessica Lambson from Active Schools joined us to talk about the Active Schools programme 

for Leith Walk Primary 

Every term Active Schools participation is monitored online. The aim is to try and get 30% of the school 

involved in Active Schools and LWPS has now met that target twice.  Prior to this, participation was 

slightly lower, but with the introduction of the Wednesday Athletics club run by Mr Galloway, 

participation has vastly improved and pushes us over the target.  The Athletics club has proved to be 

extremely popular and although it is not advertised on the Active Schools line up as an option as sign 

up and is organised within the school, it is understood that there is currently a waiting list.  

Jess said that parents can get involved and run a club themselves, much as Mr Galloway is with the 

Athletics club. There is the potential for being subsidised for courses eg First Aid by Active Schools 

and any parent interested in this should contact Jess for more information. 

The biggest struggle at LWPS is the lack of indoor facilities – we just have the hall and the GP room 

upstairs. There are difficulties with clubs before school and at lunch time due to this lack of space and 

staffing so after school is the best time, but that limits the number of clubs that can be run 

simultaneously. 

Jess confirmed that it was very encouraging that our participation is increasing and this is great but 

was looking for feedback about what we would like going forward. 

Rachel asked whether there would be a possibility of using Drummond for some clubs as had 

previously happened. Jess confirmed it would be possible, although it might depend on parents 

helping children across to the different site. Susan suggested that perhaps the older children could be 



at Drummond and the younger here at LWPS which would help reduce the need for parental support.  

Jess also suggested that perhaps some clubs could be combined with Drummond S1 and 2, so P6 

and 7 could join as part of a smooth transition between schools. 

The suggestion was made that a self-defence would be great. In addition it was asked if football could 

be changed to the Friday class to be P1 – 3 (as before) and an addition club for P4 – 7. Jess confirmed 

that she will make those changes. 

The other longer term project that was discussed was the interest in swimming lessons.  Jess has 

been given 1 day a week by the council to develop swimming across the city.  There are 9 pools that 

have given permission for some affordable lessons from 4pm – 6pm during the week although life 

guards and coaches need to be sourced.  More intense holiday swimming camps would also be looked 

into. Leith Academy’s swimming pool would be our nearest for swimming lessons. The Parent Council 

confirmed that this sounded like a very interesting project. Jess confirmed that this is a 5 year plan so 

it is happening slowly but will update us when there is more information. 

Finally Jess confirmed that many of the existing clubs have spaces in them which could be filled.  

Action Point: Jess to let us know which clubs have spaces. 

Action Point: Karen to put on Facebook page that the lists have been reopened for the clubs 

 

Actions from last meeting 

Access to the school website - Anne confirmed that the Parent Council password to the school website 

should be reset although there had not been an opportunity to do so yet. This action point should be 

carried forward. 

Action Point: Anne to supply new password to the Parent Council for uploading minutes and 

news 

Leithers Don’t Litter - Susan confirmed that she has made contact. 

Old Janitor’s House – Marion confirmed that a ground level inspection was carried out by the Council 

and the building is deemed to be fine and stable, ie no immediate risk.  Katrina noted that the wall 

surrounding the building was crumbling and that sections of the stone had fallen off.  

Action Point: Katrina to show Marion the section of wall and then Marion to follow up with the 

council about the safety 

The issue of community ownership/right to buy can still be looked at and it was mentioned that 

Christina may know more about this. More information can be found at DTAS/COSS: 

http://www.dtascommunityownership.org.uk  

Greenhouse – Marion has been chasing this up and further information will be supplied in due course.  

It was noted that all the windows in the toilet block will be replaced in 2021 so the position of the 

greenhouse either needs to be flexible or not in front of this.  It was felt that as the greenhouse will sit 

on a wooden base that it should be moveable when needed.  

 

Treasurer’s Report  

No money in in April and money out for the crèche and for the playground which had already been 

allocated. We have just under £5500 as ‘uncommitted’ funds. Next year’s classroom funds will be 

http://www.dtascommunityownership.org.uk/


coming out of this (currently planned for 12 classes next year including nursery). Although £800 for 

the book Festival, £50 for the piper, hoodies and dinner (to be confirmed), bike racks, gazebos with 

leg weights etc may all need to come out of this pot dependent on later discussions in the meeting.  

Action Point: Roy to confirm what we paid for last year’s leavers’ meal 

Further money should be coming in from the council this summer. 

Action Point: Marion to confirm the amount the council will give to the Parent Council for next 

academic year 

 

Head Teacher’s Report 

Crossing guide survey – the deadline for submitting this has been extended until 29th April. 

The applicant for the School Administrator post has withdrawn but another is expected to be selected 

shortly.  

Consultation of use of facilities for learning and teaching – 3 parents have stepped forward to join the 

group of children, staff, parents/carers to look at questions to be asked as part of consultation (Anne 

to arrange date to meet next week) e.g. Where do you engage best in your learning in the school?  

What activity do you enjoy most to help you learn? If you could choose an area to allow you to access 

reading resources where would that be best for you?  What should our school sound like?  What 

should our school look like?  What aspects of our environment help you with your learning? 

Anne has spoken with the Estates team and it has been suggested to look at other schools for ideas.  

An information booklet is being put together about things to consider e.g. active learning, promotion 

of play, library, use of technology, outdoor learning. 

The timescales for the consultation are: 

* Mid May – open day during day when children are in and learning so that parents can see 

the space being used.  Also possibly one at the end of day so that working parents can see 

around the school too. It was considered that it would be very useful for parents to see the 

spaces being discussed before submitting any answers.  

* Parents’/Carers’ Consultations 29th and 30th May would be a good time to gather final 

views before the consultation closes. 

* Collated responses to be shared with school community by 6th June to allow for feedback 

on the responses. 

Concern was expressed by the Parent Council that the scope of the consultation seems very large 

but with a very tight schedule to complete it. The original request for the return of a good library to the 

school might be lost with the wider issues being looked at. There was overall support for the tours 

around the school and it was felt that this would be a good opportunity to engage with parents. 

Marion asked what the evaluation process is and Anne responded that the consultation group would 

look at all the responses and get back before the end of the session. 

Intake for 2018-19 - P1 intake of children is currently at 35 but changing on a daily basis. 

Possibility of money towards ICT subscription in future was mentioned briefly, but in light of other 

financial commitments (see below), it was acknowledged that this might not be possible. 



 

Lagganlia trip 

Currently the costs for the upcoming P7 trip to Lagganlia are projected to be £220 per child and it was 

felt that it would be ideal to get this under £200 per child as Rachel fed back comments that many P7 

parents are struggling to find this sum.  There are 25 pupils going on the trip. Susan offered to get the 

P7s to do a couple of bake sales to top up the funding and it was felt that it might be possible to help 

do this with baking carried out in the Food Technology room.  In addition, it was noted that there is 

some ice cream left over from a previous event and this would probably be very popular.  The school’s 

aim would be to raise £250 to reduce the cost by £10 per head. 

The Parent Council agreed to donate £20 per head (ie £500) making the total cost per child £190. It 

was decided that it could part fund this with proceeds from the next bake sale (4th May). 

It was agreed that ideally in the future, fund raising will be more formalised throughout the year so that 

the cost doesn’t come as a surprise close to the event. 

 

Election of new Treasurer 

No offers to fill the role so this should be carried forward to the AGM. 

 

Leith Gala Day preparations 

It was agree to have a separate session one Friday morning 

 

Garden committee update (plus access for watering over the holidays) 

Karen discussed the need to have access to the school playground throughout the summer holidays 

so that the garden could be watered.   

Action Point: Anne to look at how we can get this with Facilities Management. 

It was stated that the planters that are filled in have a planting plan, seeds have been bought and 

plants can be brought in at short notice, but what is needed is a timetable of when volunteers can 

come in to help the pupils plant them.  Susan stated that all the classes should help with the planting 

and if any parents have their PVG, then they would be able to take small groups from the class to 

work on this. Otherwise the whole class could be involved with volunteers supporting the teachers.  It 

was noted that Kaz and Christina’s PVG’s had been submitted in November but had still not come 

back. 

In addition, another two weekends are needed for the sandpit (cleaning tyres out and filling etc). The 

Tool Library was proposing to come back, perhaps on 6th May or if this was not suitable, they would 

only be able to come in with relatively short notice.  The proposal was to make benches between the 

planters and a house for the weather equipment.  

 

Meeting finished 8.30 pm.  

Next meeting: AGM, Monday 28th May 2018, 6.30pm 


