
 

Leith Walk Primary School 

Parent Council Meeting 

Minutes 

6.30pm Monday 28th May 2018 

 

Present: Claire Ritchie (Chair), Rachel Guatelli (Acting Vice-Chair), Anne Houliston (Head Teacher), 

Susan Dunn (DHT), Roy Spiers (Treasurer), Katrina Walker (Secretary), Kaz Bauer, Shona MacColl-

Mooney, Karen Hartnup, Vicky Konieczny, Laragh Quinney, Will Walker, StJohn Bird, Briony 

Antonopoulos, Mrs Walker (for Rights Respecting School segment), Julie Eveleigh (arrived later) 

Apologies Marion Donaldson (Councillor) 

(Apologies if some names are misspelled or missing from the list.) 

Actions are in red. 

 

Rights Respecting Schools – Mrs Dunn, Mrs Walker and three children (Leo, Amar and Alice) 

present their work on this initiative 

Susan started LWP on the journey to becoming a Rights Respecting School when starting at Leith 

Walk Primary.  It is something most schools are doing in the UK (over 4500) and inspectors are looking 

for when they come round schools.  It is a global program and can be something that we can pair up 

with other schools internationally.   

The RRS program uses the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in order to create 

safe and inspiring places to learn, where children are respected, their talents are nurtured and they 

are able to thrive. The Rights Respecting Schools Award embeds these values in daily school life and 

the aim is to give children the best chance to lead happy, healthy lives and to be responsible, active 

citizens. 

“The Convention has 54 articles that cover all aspects of a child’s life and set out the civil, political, 

economic, social and cultural rights that all children everywhere are entitled to. It also explains how 

adults and governments must work together to make sure all children can enjoy all their rights. 

Every child has rights, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status. 

The Convention must be understood as a whole: all rights are linked and no right is more important 

than another. The right to relax and play (article 31) and the right to freedom of expression (article 13) 

are as important as the right to be safe from violence (article 19) and the right to education (article 

28)”       https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/   

https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/


 

LWP has successfully achieved the first stage (Bronze) which is the award for commitment to RRS. 

The following stages of Silver and Gold need to be worked towards and these involve the whole school 

community learning about children’s rights, thinking of themselves as Global citizens and the positive 

impact on the school becoming clear.  The RRS group at LWP meet every month to discuss and plan 

this progression. 

A different right is looked at each month and the various projects chosen as a consequence are 

instrumental in moving forward to the next award. For example, addressing Article 29 (e) “Education 

of the child should be directed to the development of respect for the natural environment”, Leithers 

Don’t Litter came in last month to talk about their ‘Adopt a Street’ scheme to keep the local environment 

clean. The RRS group plans to adopt Montgomery Street Park, Brunswick Road and West 

Montgomery Place to keep clean.  In addition, they are looking at waste in the school and how more 

could be recycled. They would like to get a bin in every class to recycle paper. All of our current bins 

are landfill and the idea is to contact the council and ask if we can have recycling too.   

Mrs Walker explained about another project that they were looking to implement (addressing Article 

24 “the right to health”): toilet twinning – www.toilettwinning.org. This is an initiative that raises money 

to install toilets in communities where there are problems with sanitation and clean running water.  For 

every £60 raised, Toilet Twinning can install a toilet and the donors receive a certificate, GPS 

coordinates and a colour photo of the toilet they have funded. The idea is that LWP could raise cash 

by spending pennies for a penny.  Not only would this be worthwhile for the charity aspects but it 

would be good for the children to think about how lucky we are to have clean, flushing toilet and 

hopefully respect the facilities we have even more.  Leo talked about also fundraising for WaterAid.org 

to help provide clean water. 

Susan added that an action plan has been written for the next year and that is mainly from a teaching 

point of view.  The idea is to weave the various rights into classes so that they are being talked about 

and understood by all the children.  

The RRS group meets once every 3 to 4 weeks and they would welcome parents to come along to 

the meetings.  Now that they are at the implementation stage of some projects they were welcoming 

any help that could be offered.  

Action Point: To post on Facebook to ask parents for help at these meetings  

 

AGM business 

Overview of Parent Council activities over the past year by Claire Ritchie 

Fundraising 
• In June we held a stall at Leith Gala Day for the first time (took £420) 

• In September we held a stall at Montgomery St Park summer fair (took £379.81) 

• Also in September, we held a stall over Doors Open weekend (£252.71) 

• In December, we ran one of our most successful Winter Fairs ever (took £1900.65). 

• We sold cakes and refreshments at the school sports day 2017 (took £189.90) 

• We ran the First Friday Bake Sale each month, regularly raising about £80 or more. 

• We ran the Tuck Shop every Friday in term time (money goes directly to school playground 

funds) 

• We ran the used School Uniform Exchange at each Bake Sale and at parent consultation 

evenings. 

http://www.toilettwinning.org/


• We are working on our application for charity status which will open up much larger 

revenue streams, and building partnerships with the school to increase the scope of our 

grant applications. 

 

Donations 

• For the first time, we organised and paid for all children in P3–P7 to attend Edinburgh Book 

Festival events in August. 

• We are also paying for a writer-in-residence to come and work with the P1s and P2s, who it 

was felt were too young to attend the Book Festival. 

• We donated £100 ‘start-up fund’ to every nursery and primary class which has funded a 

variety of activities, from art supplies to school trips. 

• We donated money towards supporting P7 leavers (dinner and leaving gifts), and 

supporting the P7 trip to Lagganlia. 

• We organised a piper to attend the last day of school and play for the P7 leavers as they 

left the school for the final time. 

 

Playground 

• A group of adult and pupil volunteers worked with Edinburgh Tool Library to dismantle 

recycled pallets and build new planters for the eco garden. 

• A group of volunteers then moved the eco garden from its previous location (to make way 

for the sandpit) to its new home beside the wooden mushrooms. A programme of planting 

has been put in place, with plans to set up a watering rota for the summer holidays. 

• We made progress with the sandpit project and secured donation of a replacement 

greenhouse following its accidental removal by Edinburgh Council. 

• We secured 50% funding from Sustrans for new bike racks and scooter pods for the 

playground. 

• We advocated for the boundary wall on the west side of the playground to be re-pointed 

and made safe by Edinburgh Council. 

 

Communication 

• We maintained email communication with parents and carers; built up the Parent Council 

email list and contacts in line with GDPR. 

• We actively used the Parent Council Facebook page to discuss school matters and 

promote events in the community. 

• Supported the Schools Open Day and Nursery Transition events and met with prospective 

P1 parents 

 

Congratulations and thanks to all the parents and carers who have been involved in 

supporting this work in the last year. 

 

Outgoing office bearers and election of officers: 

 

Vice Chair – Rachel has said that she is happy to continue as Vice Chair on a permanent 

basis. There was unanimous support from the Parent Council for this. 

Treasurer – Roy has served his 3 year term as treasurer. A big, very grateful, thank you from 

all the Parent Council for his hard work. Will has volunteered to take over the role so Roy 

officially nominated Will and Laragh seconded this to become next treasurer.  

 

Although not an office bearer, Shona currently runs the tuck shop on a Friday morning and 

will no longer be able to do this going forward on a regular basis, although she would be 

happy to carry on placing the order with the Manna House.  Susan felt that the P7s could 

probably run the tuck shop once the items had been collected so it was suggested that we 



try to go back to a rota system for collection of the items from the Manna House and put a 

call out for volunteers. 

 

Action Point – Put out a call on Facebook for volunteers to help out on the tuck shop 

 

Treasurer’s report and completion of annual accounts (Roy Spiers) 

The year end is on 31st May so until then the provisional accounts can be considered and 

then finalised when they are to be given to Jennifer McNamara (Business Manager) for 

signing.  Please see appendix 1 for details. 

 

The overview is that this has been a successful year and all the fundraising above funded 

some worthwhile projects.  There is what looks like a large sum in the bank but it should be 

noted that most of this is committed to pre-agreed projects and that we do not have any 

spare money going into the new session. 

 

Regular business 

Actions from last meeting 

Marion emailed the Parent Council about the old Janitor’s House boundary wall which is crumbling. 

The council have written to the owner to ask them to attend to it. 

 

Head Teacher’s Report 

Vicky Ferguson, the newly appointed administrator has had a delayed start because we are waiting 

for the updated PVG.  

We have 2 new probationer teachers that will be starting at the school next session although their 

names have not been confirmed yet. They will be covering Miss Portillo and Miss Presslie’s roles as 

both are on temporary contracts and will now be leaving. Miss Presslie has secured a permanent post 

in Craigroyston Primary. 

There was concern expressed about both of these teachers moving on as they have both been very 

popular in the school and a strong desire has been expressed in previous meetings for prioritising 

stability after so many staff have left in recent years.  Anne was asked whether as head she had any 

influence over the number of probationers allocated to the school, but she confirmed that she did not. 

It was asked whether needing stability in the school after a long period of change was a factor in the 

allocation of probationers and whether she could make that argument to the council but, she confirmed 

again, it was unfortunate that she had no influence over this.  Anne advised that as both Miss Portillo 

and Miss Presslie are on temporary contracts, the Council did not give the school an option. Also that 

we would only be able to have staff on temporary contracts anyway as we are holding open two 

permanent posts for Mr Holden and Miss Grandison, so would not have been able to provide 

permanent posts to ensure security to either of these teachers.   

Anne confirmed that she is finalising the plans for the teachers and class structure for the next session 

soon.  This will be once she has heard from the Council about the final numbers for the P1 intake. The 

school should hear shortly and then the parents will be informed. 

Facilities Management have been in touch about the school kitchen.  FM Catering Service is 

currently reviewing its model for delivering school meals and it seems that many school are asking 

about reinstating their kitchens. They will let us know in due course what decisions have been made.  



School hoodies – they cost £10.80 each and 31 were ordered.  It was asked questioned whether a 

lot is being paid for P7 (the hoodies, donation to Lagganlia, meal at the end of the year etc). It was 

agreed that it is nice to continue the tradition of giving the P7s a gift and a meal out and that the Parent 

Council has supported Lagganlia for many years as it is such an important but expensive part of the 

school experience. The school also carries out activities for the P7s to celebrate their end of primary 

school and it was confirmed that on 27th June there will be a picnic in the park for the P7s after a 

staff/pupil football match. There will also be an end of year P7 show. 

Class Dojo – Anne was asked about this as many parents were unhappy about the Council’s decision 

to stop this.  It was asked whether the school could be proactive in addressing the gap left by Class 

Dojo and set up group emails for each class.  Each teacher could send a letter out with the children 

asking parents firstly if they would like to be included in a group email and secondly if they would be 

happy for their email address to be shared with the rest of the group to allow the sharing of information 

amongst the class.  It was acknowledged that it has been an aim of the Parent Council and LWP to 

set up class reps within the school and perhaps this would be opportunity to address this issue and 

reassure parents that communication with the school could continue to be easy. 

ICT subscriptions – Staff had asked about receiving money towards ICT subscriptions in the future. 

The Parent Council sadly do not currently have any surplus funds to allocate. 

After school clubs – It was asked whether other parents could take this on as this would allow a 

significant number of extra clubs to be provided. Parents getting involved would need to help with the 

admin of setting up the clubs. This would include looking at the lets and booking the rooms, paying 

the janitor, booking the activities in. Susan advised that Bruntsfield has a very successful program of 

parent run clubs and she might be able to get further information on what is involved.  

Action Point - Susan to send through info on this to Julie and Kaz about this  

It was discussed that Miss Portillo has been doing the Spanish club and we are keen that the children 

to not lose what they have learnt. The current French club also run Spanish lessons and might be able 

to come in at lunch time 

Action Point: Karen will email the French club to enquire about Spanish lessons 

Events 

 P7 bake sale this Friday – Rachel is happy to do the set up here. It was suggested that ice poles 

might be a good addition. 

 Sports Day bake sale – Friday 8 June at Holyrood Park from 10am. We should do ice pops, fruit 

sticks and the other usual refreshments. 

 Leith Gala Day – Saturday 9 June. The size of the current gazebos was discussed in case we need 

to buy more. 

Action Point: Rachel to put up gazebos after Friday bake sale to check size 

There are currently not enough volunteers for the day. 

Action Point: Put out a call for help on Facebook 

Anne confirmed that the big trestle tables in the gym store can be used. 

Playground activities 

• Garden watering access and rota for the summer holidays – Anne confirmed that there is the 

possibility that there may be a let in the school throughout the summer holidays which would mean 

easy access for watering.  Mr Inglis will be working for the last two weeks of the holiday so there will 



definitely be access then too.  It was decided that we should put in for the lets anyway for July as 

these could be cancelled if the holiday club does not go ahead using our site. 

Action Point: Karen will to book the lets and put out a Doodle poll for a watering rota 

• Greenhouse delivery – It was confirmed that it should arrive this week and be installed on Friday 

although there may be a problem for the mushroom which a joiner will sort out. 

• Sandpit installation – It was agreed that this should not be done on the bike day.  It was suggested 

instead that this should be done towards the end of the summer holidays so that the sandpit is ready 

for filling at the start of next term. The two types of sand were discussed – play sand (which can blow 

away) and builders sand (which can stain clothing).  It was decided that should try buy play sand first 

and see how we get on with this.  Karen would like some help getting play sand priced up.  We need 

approx. 4 – 5 tonnes for this.  

Action Point: Shona will ask Leanne at the Cowgate about their sand 

• ‘Bike breakfast’ – ‘Bring your bike to school’ day. Mark Simmons at the council has said that these 

are very successful and will have bike saddle covers to give away. 22nd is the date booked for this.  

Action Point: A Facebook post should go out to tell people about this 

Next meeting – Monday 27 August 2017 

Meeting finished 8.40 pm.  

 

  



Appendix 1 - PROVISIONAL ACCOUNTS 
 
Income and Expenditure Account for  
Leith Walk Primary School Parent Council   
for the year from June 2017 to May 2018  
    

Opening Balance  £5,486.63 

    

Income  Edinburgh City Council £609.40 

  Interest £2.72 

    

 Fund-raising events Winter Fair £1,870.65 

  Bake Sales £742.38 

  Leith Gala Day £330.00 

  Montgomery Street Stall £369.81 

  Open Doors Bake Sale £252.71 

   £3,565.55 

    

 Fund-raising activities Christmas Cards £225.04 

  Uniform Exchange £57.10 

  Mugs £48.00 

   £330.14 

    

    

 Total Income  £4,507.81 

    

Expenditure Creche £210.00 

  Fundraising running costs £968.15 

   £1,178.15 

    

 Donations Classroom start-up funds £1,200.00 

  Piper £50.00 

  Book Festival £579.00 

  Library £71.00 

  Playground  £68.97 

   £1,968.97 

    

    

 Grants spent Leith Community Partnership Grant £82.82 

   £82.82 

    

    

    

 Total Expenditure  £3,229.94 

    

Excess of Income over Expenditure £6,764.50 
 

 


