
 

Leith Walk Primary School 

Parent Council Meeting 

Minutes 

6.30pm Mon 25th March 2019 

 

Present: Claire Ritchie (Chair), Rachel Guatelli (Vice-Chair), Arran Finlay (Senior Education Officer, 

Edinburgh Council), Susan Dunn (DHT), Katrina Walker (Secretary), Will Walker (Treasurer), Dominic 

Job, Kaz Bauer, Shona MacColl-Mooney, Laragh Quinney, Jana Haspicova, StJohn Bird, Christina 

Hinds, Karen Hartnup 

Presentation from Lucy Chetwynd-Cox (EAL Teacher) 

Apologies: Maria Gowans (Acting Head Teacher), Andrew Megaughin, Annette Megaughin-Helder, 

Vicky Konieczny 

(Apologies if some names are misspelled or missing from the list.) 

Actions are in red. 

 

Lucy Chetwynd-Cox (EAL Teacher) – available in the school every Wednesday morning 

Lucy gave a short talk about her role as the English as an Additional Language Teacher for the school, 

particularly as the role has changed quite a lot more recently.  

LWP has a 38% bilingual population which is above average for the city (approx. 20%). There are 

PSAs that come in regularly to support the different nationalities in the school (eg Polish EAL teacher 

once every 3 weeks, Arabic every 3 weeks, Punjabi/Urdu/Hindi every fortnight). Work has shifted from 

small groups that were taken out of classrooms for about 20 minutes in very tight timetables as 

research has shown that this is not a very effective approach.  This is not enough time to make much 

of an impact at all.   

Instead the focus is now on working with teachers so that strategies for all levels can be used all day, 

every day. There are 5 levels from children with very little English to those who are almost as fluent 

as native speakers. Two teachers at LWP have been working on this for about a year and they are 

now bringing in other teachers into their classes so that the information filters out across the school 

and the whole school is providing support to the children throughout each day.  

There is other wider development work – eg any new teachers/staff have documents about how the 

school approaches EAL provided so that they can be involved from the start. There is also a focus on 

looking at transitions about going from nursery to school and then P7 to High School with families and 

children. Finally Bilingualism Matters came a few years ago and will now be returning for another 



session on 9th May, 2 – 3pm on how to support your child in being bilingual. A letter is to be sent out 

shortly by the school. 

 

Head Teacher’s Report (Arran Finlay with Susan Dunn) 

Arran confirmed that Maria will be moving to Broughton Primary at the start of next term and a letter 

will be sent out to the parents and carers about this shortly. Susan will be our Acting Head for now 

and an Acting Depute will be appointed shortly. Maria will still be part of the Drummond Cluster so it’s 

wonderful that she is down the road. 

Learning and teaching:  

- Susan reported that STEM week was really fantastic and there are more STEM events planned for 

next term. The parent event was very positive although it would be nice to do a survey next time to 

gather the feedback.  

- There was a P6/7 author event today and Philip Reeve will be coming back to the school bringing 
along an illustrator.  We are just paying for the illustrator and accommodation which is really 
appreciated.  The suggestion was made that he might be able to officially open our new library and 
this was enthusiastically welcomed.  

- Work with the Collective continues on Calton Hill which the children are all enjoying.  

- A parent volunteer with experience teaching Spanish is going to help next term.  

- Leith Festival – Drummond looking for 20 children to help them then.  

- Nurture training - we will be opening our new nurture room (the old library) and this should be ready 
just after Easter. Mrs Omand has been doing her training on this.  

Staffing: New PSA Sam Brown has been appointed. LWP is currently advertising for an EYP for the 

nursery. Mrs McLaren is retiring at Easter (her last day will be the last Thursday of term) and currently 

we are looking for a music specialist.  

Room arrangements:  

- Room 10 (Aladdin’s Cave) is almost ready but the tradesmen putting on radiator covers and are 

storing stuff there.  

- GP room: This will be cleared out and it would be a project for next year to make a lovely 

collaborative space 

- Wifi Hubs: The school is still waiting for them.  40 ipads have been bought for the school and every 

child will be using them throughout the school.  

- Another massive skip has been planned for next week and will be staying for Easter.  There is still 

a significant amount of stuff to be removed from the school in order to best utilise the space. 

 

Chair’s Report 

a. Parent Council’s financial contribution to wifi hubs and library cataloguing system. Maria had been 

in touch with Claire to ask about contribution towards the wifi. Claire proposed to offer £2500 from 

Parent Council money and this was seconded by Laragh.  Karen talked about the cataloguing 

system for the new library and suggested that Abraquest might be suitable. This is one that St 

Mary’s uses so is hopefully on the Council procurement system and Laragh and Karen can go 

round to St Mary’s to see it working and confirm that it is what we want.  It has a one off cost of 

about £915.70 (excl VAT) (includes the system, a day of training and extra bar code labels) which 

the parent council could offer to fund and then there are yearly costs thereafter that the school 



could cover. These are approximately £350 if we take the web based system.  Subject to final 

costs and agreement, there is support from the Parent Council that it would fund the initial cost 

(Claire proposed and seconded by Rachel). In addition to these costs it was noted that we have 

had support from local companies such as the Scottish Book Trust who are donating approx. 50 

books to the library which is very welcome.  

 

Action Point: Laragh and Karen to report back on Abraquest after a visit to St Mary’s  

b. Book Festival (booking opens 26 April) and author visit – The school agreed that it is happy to do 

it this again and the Parent Council is happy to fund this.  

c. Running track and scooter pod installation – The fence is now down in the playground so it is a 

good time to think about these items. Jennifer has been chasing up Julie at the council about the new 

scooter pods being installed. 

d. Communication group – Susan confirmed that there had been a plan to send out a survey to gather 

thoughts and preferences from parents and carers. Miss Lumsden has drawn something up and once 

this has been approved, it will be sent out. 

e. Parent suggestion to ask parents who are health professionals to visit school to teach children 

about hygiene, care and safety.  It was confirmed that this would be very welcome and if there are 

parents who would like to come and speak about other relevant work, this would be welcomed too. 

 

Vice Chair’s Report 

Lost property: Rachel reported that the current system of putting lost property in with the second hand 

rail is not working well.  It was suggested that a tub in the entrance that gets refreshed weekly might 

be useful. 

Action Point: Susan to have a look at what could work for lost property 

Parent Access to School Office in the morning: Rachel mentioned that the new system of parents 

being asked not to go to the office when dropping their children off is problematic for many as this is 

the only time that they might be able to pop in.  The school confirmed that there has been significant 

traffic through the main doors with children arriving late, packed lunch being dropped off etc. Lorna is 

in the office in the morning on her own and the request was meant to encourage parents to send 

children in with their packed lunch and arrive promptly. The new system of the side doors being open 

longer is helping with the flow of slightly late children.  It was asked whether it would be possible to go 

back to the outer doors being open to the school at the main entrance so that parents could perhaps 

pick up leaflets/check lost property if it ends up being there and potentially drop off lunch boxes on to 

a trolley if a child had forgotten to take them in all without needing to be buzzed in.  

Action Point: Susan and Arran to have a think about what would work best for the school office 

doors at the start of the day. 

 

Parent Council calendar – upcoming dates for actions 

Leith Gala Day – Saturday 8 June 

 

 



AOB 

It was confirmed that the tap is now in situ. Karen asked if Arran will contact Murdo for the greenhouse 

now that it officially Spring. 

Action Point: Arran to contact Murdo about the greenhouse. 

 

Meeting Finished: 8.10 

Next meeting (AGM): Monday, 27th May 

  



 


