
Leith Walk Primary Parent Council Meeting  
 

Monday 24/1/22 
 
 
 
Present: Simon Preston (Chair), Susan Dunn (Head Teacher), Liann Barrie (Deputy Head), Amy 
Barr (Principal Teacher), Dominic Job (Treasurer) Laragh Quinney (acting secretary), Anvi Kumar, 
Jim Mathieson,  Parveen isaq, Farhad, Claire Ritchie, Karen Hartnup (Secretary) 
 
Apologies from Rachel Guatelli (Deputy Chair) 
 
Staff and parent council members introduced themselves. 
 
1. Minutes of the last meeting 
 
These were reviewed and approved. 
 
Charitable Status 
Claire explained that parent council has registered as a charity, as this enables various forms of fund 
raising, e.g. parent could run a marathon to raise funds for the school. Or the school could be one of 
the local charities in Tesco , voted for using the blue coins. 
 
Library  
Laragh confirmed that most of £1000 has been spent, and lots of lovely new books are arriving and 
being stamped by the junior librarians. Miss Barrie asked if additional books in other languages, 
where possible, could be bought to fit alongside the sets that are being read in class. She has sent 
Karen list of titles and levels. Laragh and Karen will try to purchase with any remaining funds. 
however, this is very dependent on availability of titles/languages. Laragh asked if school could also 
provide them with guidance on the languages and ages spoken within the school, to guide book 
selection. Mrs Dunn will arrange for them to get a summary. Simon suggested sharing the list of 



titles bought with parents. Laragh mentioned that junior librarians are also photographing new 
books and adding to a channel on Teams, so teachers, children and parents can discover new books. 
 
Leith 50.  
Miss Barrie to forward the list. 
 
2. Head Teacher’s report 
 
Covid update.  
There is a spike in cases at Leith Walk this recent week, and several members of staff are now 
absent. 7 members of staff are absent in the nursery so the school has had to close a room this week. 
Staffing is critical across the school, with one teacher absent as well as several support staff. 
 
Classes for next year.  
It currently looks the school will drop to 9 classes next year from the current 10. Only 23 or 24 P1s 
have applied for next year and some are deferring entry. Unless the number increases, we will only 
have 9 classes and have to lose a teacher. 
 
 
Mr Inglis.  
The school is still grieving, and very much missing him from the school community.  Mrs Dunn is 
planning to get back in touch with his family soon. Considering ways to commemorate him, one 
suggestion might be planting something in the front planter to remember him. Mrs Dunn will 
contact parents regarding ways to remember Mr Inglis, sharing ideas from children and staff on 
what might be possible. 
 
Playground.  
2 members of staff are focusing on making the playground a better place to be. Ideally would have 
parent representatives on this, and Mrs Dunn looking for interested people to get involved. 
 
National Assessments  
These are held in p1, p4 and p7, and are currently taking place. These are not stressful, no pressure 
is put on the children. They are a good way of seeing where children are, and identify gaps in the 
curriculum. 
 
School Parliament.  
Liann is leading on this, and is keen to enable all children to share their opinions within the school. 
Considering changes to the house system to tie in with this. 
 
Reports  
Next set of reports will be coming out in February. These are shorter than the old formats and based 
more on how your child is as a learner. Skills development etc. 
 
Empowered learning programme 
funding for devices for children to use in school. P5, P6 and P7 already have 1 to 1 digital devices, 
and other years will have access some of the time and will use in class as appropriate. In March the 
WIFI boosters in the school will be greatly improved, so that the system can cope with more and 



more digital devices in the school. This will allow ipads to be used in the playground as well as 
outside. 
 
Parking 
There has been a Police presence outside the school recently to try and improve the traffic problems 
outside the building. The school has been pushing for this for a long time. A survey will be coming 
out to parents soon on parking etc. 
 
Mentoring 
A mentoring programme is running within the school. Some children may need a little additional 
time or support and are being mentored by members of staff to provide a listening ear. This is going 
very well. 
 
Bus passes.  
Mrs Dunn noted that applications for passes for free bus travel can now be sent in, as free travel for 
children with passes will begin next month.  
 
Equalities  
Equalities is being worked on across the school. Mrs Dunn would love input from parents on how 
to make the school a more culturally diverse place. Trying to build more relationships with local 
community and different cultures. Parveen Isaq, offered to help with this and Mrs Dunn will 
contact her to discuss after this meeting. 
 
Mrs Dunn is keen to celebrate more of our children’s cultures throughout the year. Add important 
religious festivals from all faiths to the school calendar, so school can mark these. Keen that the 
children are helping lead on this, and this becomes embedded in our school. Parveen has been 
involved in Edinburgh Mella, and knows how important celebrations such as this are, and offered to 
share her experience and contacts.  
 
Benches.  
We have 3 beautiful wooden benches being built for the school. Mrs Dunn shared an image of these. 
Plan to have 2 benches under the arches at the back of the school, plus another against the wall. 
 
Mrs Dunn noted that is difficult to consult parents at present other than via forms and email. She is 
keen to work on building community and inviting parents in once Covid allows. 
 
3. Chair’s update 
 
Active Schools.  
Simon has contacted other parent councils to find out what they are doing about active schools. This 
year there was a change of policy by the Council, which stated that parents should not be asked to 
fund active school clubs directly. So alternative funding has to be identified. Simon reported that 
Parent Councils across the city are unhappy with this decision. Only the wealthiest Parent Councils 
are in a position to fund Active Schools – and those tend to be the schools where families can easily 
afford to pay for sports activities themselves. 
 
Amanda Hatton (Executive Director of Education and Children at CEC) met with parent council 
representatives, who presented view of parent councils that they should not be funding active 
schools. She has said she will issue a proposed list of action points within a few days in response to 
comments from parent councils. Within Leith Walk we have agreed to fund Active Schools for the 



rest of this year, but hopefully by next year a new solution will have been found. Mrs Dunn thanked 
Amy  for the work she has done this  year to try and keep active schools going. 
 
Membership of Parent Council 
Simon asked those attending the meeting if they might be happy to think about joining the parent 
council, and in long run consider taking on a role and become more active in the council. If anyone 
is interested, please contact Simon. 
 
Agreed that sub groups may be worth considering, so parents can help with areas they are interested 
in. 
 
Easy fundraising.  
If parents sign up to this website, and make online purchases from retailers via this website, then a 
percentage is paid to parent council funds. The money continues to trickle in, and the more people 
who sign up to easy fundraising, the more money can be raised for the school. Simon will send out 
a reminder to all parents. 
 
4. Treasurer’s Update 
 
Account balance is £7,739 at present. Karen is currently sending in book receipts and has so far sent 
2019-20, and 2020-21. She will now send in 2021-22 receipts. So balance will drop to 
approximately  £7,239. 
 
Ellie and Dom are signed up for charity bank account. Shona and Christina had volunteered. Dom 
will try to chase this up. Bank of Scotland were not taking new bank accounts before christmas but 
Dom can set up the bank account as soon as he gets the final signatures. 
 
5. Engaging with the School 
 
There was discussion of how there are now 2 years of families who have never been in the school. 
This makes it very hard for parents to get to know each other and to get more involved in the school 
community. 
 
Mrs Dunn offering to ask for parents reps from each year, and if they are happy to share their 
details, could get WhatsApp groups going for each year. 
 
Perhaps we could plan events in the park after Easter? 
 
Parveen noted that it would be lovely to meet parents in other settings outside of school. Suggestion 
that it would be great to start with P1, as that’s where connections usually start for families. Noted 



that P2 families also really missed out on the usual introductory sessions, and might be very keen to 
build connections. Agreed to start by trying to get connections going for P1 and P2. 
 
Could each class challenge their parent group to take on something? This would help to give each 
parent group a focus and to build engagement. 
 
Montgomery Street Park is a good convenient local space, provides that opportunity for parents to 
meet up and socialise. 
 
6. Traffic and Parking 
 
Survey coming out to parents looking at how people use our local area, but keeps being delayed. 
Mrs Dunn saying that ultimately writing to local MSP, local councillors and to the local police it has 
more impact and is more likely to encourage change. 
 
West Montgomery Place – need flashing lights to prevent cars driving into this when school going 
in and coming out. Mrs Dunn unsure of long term plans for Brunswick Road, but believes it will 
remain 1 way after tram works are completed.  
 
Simon commenting on the danger of Brunswick Road, young children waiting for siblings to come 
out, only a white line separating them from a busy road. Police shocked at speed of the cars and 
vans coming along the road.  
 
Simon asking how concerned parents were? Mrs Dunn has received 5 – 10 complaints with 
photographs, sure many more are concerned. Simon plans to try to form a group of concerned 
parents to consider what action they can take to support the school. 
 
7. AOB 
 
P7s at break and lunch 
Claire asked what the plans were for P7s at break and lunch, as she had heard they were not to go in 
the playground at this time.  Mrs Dunn explained that they had to bubble the year groups for 
playtime again. As most p7s were not wanting to go out, and teachers have been finding it difficult 
to persuade them to go outside at break and lunch, they are trialling giving the P7s a location 
indoors to hang out at these times. Intention that they will instead go outside as a class at another 
time in the day. This will be reviewed on Friday and if it is not working then another solution will 
have to be found. 
 
Event in Summer Term? 
Mrs Dunn successfully applied for some funding last summer, which could hopefully be used for a 
community event in the school playground later this year. Mrs Dunn has lots of ideas, however, this 
is dependent on the Covid situation improving.  
 
Next meeting 7pm, Monday 21 March 
 
Sample List of Books Purchased for Library 
 
  
Anderson, Laura Ellen Amelia Fang and the Barbaric Ball 
Anderson, Laura Ellen Amelia Fang and the unicorn lords 
Anderson, Laura Ellen Amelia Fang and the memory thief 
Anderson, Laura Ellen Amelia Fang and the half-moon holiday 



Anderson, Laura Ellen Amelia Fang and the lost yeti treasures 
Anderson, Laura Ellen Amelia Fang and the naughty caticorns 
Anderson, Laura Ellen Amelia Fang and the Bookworm Gang 
Backshall, Steve Wilds of the wolf 
Backshall, Steve Ghosts of the forest (Falcon Chronicles) 
Backshall, Steve Shark Seas 
Backshall, Steve Tiger Wars 
Bell, P.G. The Train to Impossible Places: A Cursed Delivery (do we have the other ones?) 
Cawthon, Scott  
Child, Lauren Ruby Redfort (6 book collection) 
Colbert, David The Magical Worlds of Harry Potter 
Cowell, Cressida Wizards of Once 
Cowell, Cressida Twice Magic 
Cowell, Cressida Knock Three Times 
Don, Lari Winter's tales : stories of winter from around the world 
Don, Lari First aid for fairies and other fabled beasts 
Don, Lari Wolf notes and other musical mishap 
Don, Lari Storm singing and other tangled tasks 
Don, Lari Maze running and other magical missions 
Don, Lari The secret of the kelpie 
Don, Lari The beginner's guide to curses 
Kinney, Jeff The Getaway 
Kinney, Jeff Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Meltdown 
Kinney, Jeff Wrecking Ball 
Kinney, Jeff Diary of an awesome friendly kid (Rowley Jefferson’s Journal) 
Palacio, R.J. Wonder 
Pinchon, L. Tom Gates: Excellent Excuses 
Pinchon, L. The Brilliant World of Tom Gates 
Pinchon, L. Tom Gates is absolutely fantastic 
Pinchon, L. Tom Gates: Genius Ideas (mostly) 
Reeve, Philip Oliver and the Seawigs 
Reeve, Philip Cakes in Space 
Reeve, Philip Pugs of the Frozen North 
Reeve, Philip The Legend of Kevin 
Reeve, Philip Kevin’s Great Escape 
Reeve, Philip Jinks & O’Hare Funfair Repair 
Riddell, Chris Guardians of Magic 
Riddell, Chris Ottoline and the Purple Fox 
Riddell, Chris Goth Girl and the sinister symphony 
Riddell, Chris Ottoline at Sea 
Rowling, J.K. Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them 
Rundell, Katherine The Girl Savage 
Rundell, Katherine The Explorers 
Rundell, Katherine Wolf Wilder 
Rundell, Katherine Rooftoppers 
Sharpe, J.D. Oliver Twisted 
Stewart, Paul Bumper Blobheads 
Townsend, Jessica Nevermoor: the trials of Morrigan Crow 
Townsend, Jessica Wundersmith: The calling of Morrigan Crow 
Walliams, David Bad Dad 
Walliams, David World’s Worst Teachers 
Walliams, David The Ice Monster 
Walliams, David Fing 



Walliams, David Beast of Buckingham Palace 
Haig, Matt To be a Cat 
Durrell, Gerald My family and other animals 
Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter Set 
Lingard, Joan Set 
Blume, Judy Fudge (5 Book set) 
Elphinstone, Abi Set (3 books) 
Riordan, Rick Percy Jackson (5 Books) 

 House with a Clock in its Walls (3 book set) 

  
  
Lofting, Hugh Doctor Doolittle 
Alcott, Louisa May Little Women 

  
Zusak The Book Thief 
 
On the Origin of the Specis Radeva, Sabina   
Children's Illustrate History Atlas    
Eyewitness Ancient China    
Prisoners of Geography Marshall, Tim   
a children's history of india Gupta, Subhadra   
Dinosaurium Wormell, Chris   
Animalium Broom, Jenny   
Planetarium Prinja, Raman   
How to save the whole stinking planet Constable, Lee   
The Story of Life Symons, Ruth   
No one is too small to make a difference Thunberg, Greta   
British Museum: Maurice the Museum Mouse's Amazing Ancient Book of Facts and 
Jokes Turner, Tracey   
Hacks for Minecrafters: An Unofficial Minecrafters Guide Miller, Megan   
Knowledge Encyclopedia Dinosaur!: Over 60 Prehistoric Creatures as You've Never 
Seen Them Before  DK   

The Silk Roads: A New History of the World – Illustrated Edition  

Frankopan, Pe-
ter   

Malala: My Story of Standing Up for Girls' Rights Yousafa   
I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and was Shot by the Taliban Yousafa, Malala   
Fantastic Female Adventurers Dyu, Lily   
Survivors Long, David   
Africa, Amazing Africa: Country by Country Atinuke   

A Short History of the World 
Brocklehurst, 
Ruth   

Knowledge Encyclopedia History    
Atlas of Ancient Worlds    
Eyewitness Climate Change    
Eyewitness Islam    
Eyewitness Judaism    
Eyewitness Dinosaur    
Explanatorium of Science Winston, Robert   
About How to Make a Better World    
The Story of the Car Chapman, Giles   
Explorers By Illustrated by Jessamy Hawke    
Super Space    
Atlas of Adventures    
Car, Trains and Planes    



A planet full of plastic Layton, Neal   
Investigating Continents series    
It can'ts be true!    
Strange but true    
Afghanistan Countries around the world    
India Countries around the world    
China Countries around the world    
Pakistan Countries around the world    
Poland Countries around the world    
Russia Countries around the world *    
Spain Countries around the world    
Czech Republic Countries around the world    
Italy Countries around the world    
Mexico Countries around the world    
Iran Countries around the world    
Iraq Countries around the world    
USA Countries around the world    
    
Dynasties: Rise and Fall of Animal Families    
Big Picture Atlas    
Match Annual 2020    
Dinosaurs and Prehistoric Life    
Science of Animals    
Rocking Book of Rocks    
Physical and Human Geography Collection    
Stuff you should know about the planet earth    
Looking after your mental health 
What's Happening to me (boys)    
Primary Illustrated Computing Dictionary    
Robot  f  
How technology works    
Guinness book of records    
Science Essentials (10 pack)    
The Vision Book of Football Records 2020    
Strictly Annual    
Stand Up, Stand Out!    
Plastic Sucks    
World Issues: Racism    
World Issures: Refugees    
    
Religions around the World (pack of 6) Ganeri   
    
Daily life in the Golden Age of Islam*    
Indus Valley*    
Benin*    
Sumer    
Maya    
China    
All About Media Pack A of 4    
All about the Media. Fact, Fictions opinions    
All about the Media. What is media    
All about the Media: Stay safe online    
All about the Media: What's your source? : using sources in your writing    



Tech Safety Tips Pack A of 4    
Cyber bullying    
Safe social networking    
Gaming Safely    
Safe social networking    
Mobile phone safety    
Celebration Days Pack A of 6    
Celebrating Sikh festivals    
Celebrating Hindu festivals    
Celebrating Islamic festivals    
Celebrating Jewish festivals    
Celebrating Buddhist festivals    
Celebrating Christian festivals    
    
10 things I can do to help my world    
    
Warrior science (pack of 4)    
Ninja science    
Samauri Science    
Knight Science    
Gladiator Science    
    
Ancient Wonders (Worldwide Wonders)    
At home with the Aztecs    
The Indian Empire    
Pranklopedia    
Staying Safe Online    
Beano Ultimate Joke Book By Beano Studios Limited    
World's fastest cars    

 
 


